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NORTH- EAST ATLANTI C FI SHERI ES CONVENTI ON

London, 24 January 1959

The States Parties to this Convention

Desiring to ensure the conservation of the fish stocks and the
rational exploitation of the fisheries of the North-East Atlantic
Ccean and adjacent waters, which are of comon concern to them

Have agreed as foll ows:

Article 1

1. The area to which this Convention applies (hereinafter
referred to as "the Convention area") shall be all waters which
are situated:

a) within those parts of the Atlantic and Arctic Oceans and their
dependent seas which lie north of 36 deg north |atitude and

bet ween 42 deg west |ongitude and 51 deg east |ongitude, but

excl udi ng

(i) the Baltic Sea and Belts lying to the south and east of
lines drawn from Hasenere Head to Gni ben Point, from Korshage to
Spodshi erg and from G| bierg Head to the Kullen, and

(ii) the Mediterranean Sea and its dependent seas as far as the
poi nt of intersection of the parallel of 36 deg latitude and the
nmeridian of 5 deg 36 nmin west |ongitude.

b) within that part of the Atlantic Ocean north of 59 deg north
| atitude and between 44 deg west |ongitude and 42 deg west
| ongi t ude.

2. The Convention area shall be divided into regions, the
boundari es of which shall be those defined in the Annex to this
Convention. The regions shall be subject to such alterations as
may be nade in accordance with the provisions of paragraph (4) of
Article 5 of this Convention

3. For the purposes of this Convention

a) the expression "vessel" neans any vessel or boat enployed in
fishing for sea fish or in the treatment of sea fish which is
registered or owned in the territories of, or which flies the
flag of, any Contracting States and;

b) the expression "territories" in relation to any Contracting
State, extends to

(i) any territory within or adjacent to the Convention area for
whose international relations the Contracting State is
responsi bl e;

(ii) anv nther territorv not <itnated within the Cnnventinn



area or adjacent to it, for whose international relations the
Contracting State is responsible and for which such State shal
have made known, by witten declaration to the Governnment of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (hereinafter
referred to as the Governnent of the United Kingdom), either at
the tine of signature, of ratification, or of adherence, or
subsequently, that this Convention shall apply to it;

(iii) the waters within the Convention area where the Contracting
State has exclusive jurisdiction over fisheries.

Article 2

Not hing in this Convention shall be deened to affect the rights
clainms, or views of any Contracting State in regard to the extent
of jurisdiction over fisheries.

Article 3

1. A North-East Atlantic Fisheries Conmi ssion (hereinafter
referred to as the Conmmission) is hereby established and shall be
mai ntai ned for the purposes of this Convention

2. Each Contracting State may appoint as its Delegation to the
Conmi ssion not nore than two Conmi ssioners and such experts and
advisors to assist themas that State may determ ne

3. The Conmi ssion shall elect its own President and not nore than
two Vice-Presidents who need not be chosen fromthe Conm ssioners
or their experts or advisers. If a menber of a Del egation has
been el ected President he shall forthwith cease to act as a
menber of that Delegation, and if a Commi ssioner has been el ected
the State concerned shall have the right to appoint another
person to serve in his place

4. The O fice of the Comm ssion shall be in London

5. Except where the Conm ssion determ nes otherw se, it shal
meet once a year in London at such tine as it shall decide:
provi ded, however, that upon the request of a Conm ssioner of a
Contracting State, the President shall, as soon as practicabl e,
summon a neeting at such tine and place as he may determ ne.

6. The Commi ssion shall appoint its own Secretary and nay from
time to time appoint such other staff as it may require.

7. The Commi ssion nmay set up such Conmittees as it considers
desirable to perform such functions as it nmay deternine.

8. Each Del egation shall have one vote in the Conmi ssion which
may be cast only by a Conmissioner of the State concerned.

Deci sions shall be taken by a sinple najority except where
otherwi se specifically provided. If there is an even division of
votes on any matter which is subject to a sinple majority

deci sion, the proposal shall be regarded as rejected.

9. Subject to the provisions of this Article, the Comm ssion
shall draw up its own Rules of Procedure, including provisions
for the election of the President and Vice-Presidents and their
terns of office.



10. The Governnent of the United Kingdomshall call the first
meeting of the Commi ssion as soon as practicable after the coning
into force of this Convention, and shall comrunicate the

provi sional agenda to each of the other Contracting States not

| ess than two nonths before the date of the neeting.

11. Reports of the proceedi ngs of the Conm ssion shall be
transmtted and proposals and recomendations shall be notified
as soon as possible to all Contracting States in English and in
French.

Article 4

1. Each Contracting State shall pay the expense of the
Conmi ssi oners, experts and advi sers appointed by it.

2. The Commi ssion shall prepare an annual budget of the proposed
expendi tures of the Conm ssion

3. In any year in which the annual budget ampbunts to 200 pounds
or less for each Contracting State the total sum shall be shared
equal |y between Contracting States.

4. In any year in which the annual budget exceeds

200 pounds for each Contracting State, the Commi ssion shal

cal cul ate the paynments due from each Contracting State according
to the follow ng formul a:

a) fromthe budget there shall be deducted a sum of 200 pounds
for each Contracting State;

b) the remainder shall be divided into such nunber of equa
shares as correspond to the total nunmber of Regional Committee
menber shi ps;

c) the paynent due fromany Contracting State shall be the
equi val ent of 200 pounds plus the nunber of shares equal to the
number of Regional Conmittees in which that State partici pates.

5. The Conmi ssion shall notify to each Contracting State the sum
due fromthat State as cal cul ated under paragraph (3) or (4) of
this Article and as soon as possible thereafter each Contracting
State shall pay to the Comm ssion the sumso notified

6. Contributions shall be payable in the currency of the country
in which the Ofice of the Conmi ssion is |ocated, except that the
Conmi ssion nmay accept paynent in the currencies in which it may
be expected that expenditures of the Conmission will be rmade from
time to time, up to an anount established each year by the

Commi ssi on when preparing the annual budget.

7. At its first neeting the Commi ssion shall approve a budget for
the bal ance of the first financial year in which the Conmm ssion
functions and shall transnit to the Contracting States copies of
that budget together with notices of their respective
contributions as assessed under paragraph (3) or (4) of this
Article.

8. I n subsequent financial years, the Conmm ssion shall subnmit to
each Contracting State drafts of annual budgets, together with a

schedul e of allocations, not |ess than six weeks before the
anniial nmeeti no nf t he Cnmm <<i nn at which t he hiidaete are tno he



consi der ed.

Article 5

1. The Conmission shall establish a Regional Committee, with the
powers and duties described in Article 6 of this Convention, for
each of the regions into which the Convention area is divided.

2. The representation on any Regional Committee so established
shal |l be determ ned by the Commi ssion, provided, however, that
any Contracting State with a coastline adjacent to that region
or exploiting the fisheries of the region, has automatically the
right of representation on the Regional Committee. Contracting
States exploiting el sewhere a stock which is also fished in that
regi on shall have the opportunity of being represented on the
Regi onal Conmittee.

3. Subject to the provisions of Article 6 of this Convention, the
Conmi ssion shall determine the ternms of reference of, and the
procedure to be followed by, each Regional Committee

4. The Conmission may at any tinme alter the boundaries and vary
the nunber of the regions defined in the Annex to this
Convention, provided this is by the unani nous decision of the
Del egations present and voting and no objection is nmade within
three nonths thereafter by any Contracting States not
represented, or not voting, at the neeting.

Article 6
1. It shall be the duty of the Commi ssion:
a) to keep under review the fisheries in the Convention area:

b) to consider, in the light of the technical information
avai | abl e, what nmeasures nmay be required for the conservation of
the fish stocks and for the rational exploitation of the
fisheries in the area;

c) to consider, at the request of any Contracting State,
representations nmade to it by a State which is not a party to
this Convention for the opening of negotiations on the
conservation of fish stocks in the Convention area or any part
t hereof ; and

d) to nake to Contracting States recomendati ons, based as far as
practicable on the results of scientific research and
investigation, with regard to any of the neasures set out in
Article 7 of this Convention

2. It shall be the duty of a Regional Committee to perform in
relation to its Region, functions of review and consideration
simlar to those described in paragraph (1) of this Article in
relation to the Comm ssion and the Convention area. A Regiona
Conmittee may initiate proposals for nmeasures in relation to its
regi on and shall consider any such proposals as may be renitted
to it by the Conmm ssion.

3. A Regional Cormmittee may prepare draft reconmendations for

consi deration by the Conmi ssion, which may adopt any such draft
reconmmendati nne with anv mndi ficatinng it nmAv caongi der



desirabl e, as reconmendations for the purpose of Article 7 of
thi s Conventi on.

4. A Regional Conmittee nmay at any tine appoint sub-committees to
study specific problens affecting parts of the Region and to
report thereon to the Regional Conmittee.

Article 7

1. The neasures relating to the objectives and purposes of this
Convention whi ch the Conmi ssion and Regi onal Conmittees may
consi der, and on which the Comi ssion nay make reconmendai ons to
the Contracting States, are

a) any neasures for the regulation of the size of mesh of fishing
nets;

b) any neasures for regulation of the size linmits of fish that
may be retained on board vessels, or |anded, or exposed or
of fered for sale;

c) any neasures for the establishnment of closed seasons;
d) any neasures for the establishnment of closed areas;

e) any neasures for the regulation of fishing gear and
appl i ances, other than regul ation of the size of mesh of fishing
nets;

f) any neasures for the inprovenent and the increase of narine
resources, which may include artificial propagation, the
transpl antati on of organi sms and the transplantation of young.

2. Measures for regulating the anount of total catch, or the
anount of fishing effort in any period, or any other kinds of
measures for the purpose of the conservation of the fish stocks
in the Convention area, nmay be added to the neasures listed in
paragraph (1) of this Article on a proposal adopted by not |ess
than a two-thirds majority of the Del egations present and voting
and subsequently accepted by all Contracting States in accordance
with their respective constitutional procedures.

3. The measures provided for in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this
Article may relate to any or all species of sea fish and shel
fish, but not to sea mammual s; to any or all methods of fishing;
and to any or all parts of the nethods of fishing; and to any or
all parts of the Convention area.

Article 8

1. Subject to the provisions of this Article, the Contracting
States undertake to give effect to any recommendati on nade by the
Commi ssion under Article 7 of this Convention and adopted by not
Il ess than a two-thirds najority of the Del egati ons present and
voti ng.

2. Any Contracting State may, within ninety days of the date of
notice of a recommendation to which paragraph (1) of this Article
applies, object to it and in that event shall not be under
obligation to give effect to the recomendation



3. In the event of an objection being nade within the ninety-day
peri od, any other Contracting State nay simlarly object at any
time within a further period of sixty days, or within thirty days
after receiving notice of an objection by another Contracting
State nmade within the further period of sixty days.

4. |f objections to a reconmendati on are nade by three or nore of
the Contracting States, all the other Contracting States shall be
relieved forthwith of any obligation to give effect to that
recomendati on but any or all of them may neverthel ess agree
anong thenselves to give effect to it.

5. Any Contracting State which has objected to a recomendati on
may at any time wthdraw that objection and shall then, subject
to the provisions of paragraph (4) of this Article, give effect
to the reconmendation within ninety days, or as fromthe date
determ ned by the Conm ssion under Article 9 of this Convention
whi chever is the later.

6. The Commi ssion shall notify each Contracting State i medi ately
upon recei pt of each objection and withdrawal .

Article 9

Any recomrendation to which paragraph (1) of Article 8 of this
Convention applies shall, subject to the provisions of that
Article, becone binding on the Contracting States fromthe date
determ ned by the Conm ssion, which shall not be before the
period for objection provided in Article 8 has el apsed

Article 10

At any tinme after two years fromthe date on which it has been
required to give effect to any recommendati on to whi ch paragraph
(1) of Article 8 of this Convention applies any Contracting State
may gi ve the Conmission notice of the termnation of its
acceptance of the recomendation and, if that notice is not

wi t hdrawn, the reconmendati on shall cease to be binding on that
Contracting State at the end of twelve nonths fromthe date of
the noti ce.

2. At any time after a reconmendati on has ceased to be binding on
a Contracting State under paragraph (1) of this Article, the
recomendati on shall cease to be binding on any other State which
so desires upon the date of notice to the Conm ssion of

wi t hdrawal of acceptance of that recomendation by such other
State.

3. The Conmi ssion shall notify all Contracting States of every
notice under this Article imediately upon the receipt thereof.

Article 11

1. In order that the recommendati ons nmade by the Comm ssion for
the conservation of the stocks of fish within the Convention area
shal | be based so far as practicable upon the results of
scientific research and investigation, the Comn ssion shall when
possi bl e seek the advice of the International Council for the

Expl oration of the Sea and the cooperation of the Council in
carrvi nno ot aAanv nececcarv i nvectinati nne and for thic nirnnge



may nmake such joint arrangenents as nay be agreed with the
International Council for the Exploration of the Sea or may nake
such other arrangenents as it may think fit.

2. The Commi ssion nmay seek to establish and maintai n working
arrangenents with any other International organization which has
rel ated objectives.

Article 12

1. The Contracting States undertake to furnish on the request of
the Conmmi ssion any avail able statistical and biol ogi ca

i nformati on the Conmi ssion may need for the purposes of this
Conventi on.

2. The Commi ssion may publish or otherw se dissem nate reports of
its activities and such other information relating to the
fisheries in the Convention area or any part of that area as it
may deem appropri ate.

Article 13

1. Wthout prejudice to the sovereign rights of States in regard
to their territorial and internal waters, each Contracting State
shall take in its territories and in regard to its own nationals
and its own vessels appropriate nmeasures to ensure the
application of the provisions of this Convention and of the
recomendat i ons of the Conmm ssion which have becone bindi ng on
that Contracting State and the puni shnent of infractions of the
sai d provisions and recomendati ons.

2. Each Contracting State shall transmit annually to the
Conmi ssion a statenent of the action taken by it for these
pur poses.

3. The Conmission may by a two-thirds najority make
recomendations for, on the one hand, neasures of nationa

control in the territories of the Contracting States and, on the
other hand, national and international neasures of control on the
hi gh seas, for the purpose of ensuring the application of the
Convention and the neasures in force thereunder. Such
recomendat i ons shall be subject to the provisions of Articles 8,
9 and 10.

Article 14

The provisions of this Convention shall not apply to fishing
operations conducted solely for the purpose of scientific

i nvestigation by vessels authorised by a Contracting State for
that purpose, or to fish taken in the course of such operations,
but in any of the territories of any Contracting State bound by a
reconmenati on to which paragraph (1) of Article 8 applies, fish
so taken shall not be sold or exposed or offered for sale in
contravention of any such reconmendati on

Article 15

1. This Convention shall be open for signature until 31 March
1080 It <hall he ratified acs cnnn ac nnggi hl e and the intriinent g



of ratification shall be deposited with the Governnent of the
United Ki ngdom

2. This Convention shall enter into force upon the deposit of
instrunents of ratification by all signatory States. |f, however,
after the | apse of one year from 31 March 1959, all the signatory
States have not ratified this Convention, but not |ess than seven
of them have deposited intrunments of ratification, these latter
States nay agree anong thensel ves by special protocol on the date
on which this Convention shall enter into force; and in that case
this Convention shall enter into force with respect to any State
that ratifies thereafter on the date of deposit of its instrunent
of ratification.

3. Any State which has not signed this Convention nmay accede
thereto at any time after it has cone into force in accordance
with paragraph (2) of this Article. Accession shall be effected
by neans of a notice in witing addressed to the Government of
the United Kingdom and shall take effect on the date of its
receipt. Any State which accedes to this Convention shal

si nul taneously undertake to give effect to those recommendati ons
which are, at the time of its accession, binding on all the other
Contracting States as well as to any other recommendati ons which
are, at that time, binding on one or nore of the Contracting
States and are not specifically excluded by the acceding State in
its notice of accession.

4. The Governnent of the United Kingdom shall inform al

signatory and acceding States of all ratifications deposited and
accessions received and shall notify signatory States of the date
and the States in respect of which this Convention enters into
force.

Article 16

1. In respect of each State Party to this Convention, the
provisions of Articles 5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 and Annexes |, Il and I1I
of the Convention for the Regulation of the Meshes of Fishing
Nets and the Size Limits of Fish, signed at London, on 5 Apri
1946, as anended by deci sions nmade under paragraph (10) of
Article 12 of that Convention, shall remain in force but shall be
deened for the purposes of the present Convention to be a
recommendati on nade and given effect w thout objection under this
Convention as fromthe date of its entry into force in respect of
that State within the area covered by the 1946 Convention
provided that in the period of two years after the coming into
force of this Convention, any Contracting State may, on giving
twelve nonths' witten notice to the Government of the United

Ki ngdom withdraw fromthe whole or any part of the said
recommendation. If a Contracting State has, in accordance with
the provisions of this Article, given notice of its wthdrawal
froma part of the said recommendation, any other Contracting
State may, with effect fromthe same date, give notice of its

wi thdrawal fromthe same or any other part of the said
recommendation, or fromthe recomendation as a whol e.

2. The provisions of the Convention for the Regul ation of the
Meshes of Fishing Nets and the Size Limts of Fish signed at
London on 5 April 1949, shall, save as provided in paragraph (1)
of this Article, cease to apply to each Contracting State to this

Convention as fromthe date of the entry into force of this
Cnnventinon in recsnect nf that State



Article 17

At any tinme after two years fromthe date on which this
Convention has cone into force with respect to a Contracting
State, that State may denounce the Convention by nmeans of a
notice in witing addressed to the Governnment of the United

Ki ngdom Any such denunciation shall take effect twelve nonths
after the date of its receipt, and shall be notified to the
Contracting States by the Governnent of the United Ki ngdom

In Wtness Wereof the undersigned, being duly authorized
thereto, have signed this Convention

Done in London this twenty-fourth day of January nineteen
hundred and fifty-nine in two copies, one in the English
| anguage, the other in the French | anguage. Both texts shall be
deposited in the archives of the Governnment of the United Ki ngdom
and shall be regarded as equal |y authentic.

The Governnent of the United Kingdomshall transmit certified
copies of both texts of this Convention in the two | anguages to
all the signatory and accedi ng States.

ANNEX

The regions provided for by Article 1 of this Convention shal
be as foll ows:

Region 1 _ The part of the Convention area bounded on the south
by a line running froma point 59 deg north latitude 44 deg west
| ongi tude due east to the neridian of 42 deg west |ongitude;
thence due south to the parallel of 48 deg north |atitude; thence
due east to the neridian of 18 deg west |ongitude; thence due
north to the parallel of 60 deg north latitude; thence due east
to the nmeridian of 5 deg west |ongitude; thence due north to the
parall el of 60 deg 30 min north latitude; thence due east to the
meridian of 4 deg west |ongitude; thence due north to the
paral l el of 62 deg north latitude; thence due east to the coast
of Norway; thence north and east along the coast of Norway and

al ong the coast of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics as far
as the Meridian of 51 deg east |ongitude.

Region 2 _ The part of the Convention area not covered by Region
1 and north of 48 deg north |atitude.

Region 3 _ The part of the Convention area between 36 deg and 48
deg north | atitude.
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