
right to maintain personal relations and direct contact with both parents on a regular basis,

unless this is contrary to the child’s best interests. Where separation results from state

action such as detention, imprisonment, deportation or exile, the state shall provide essen-

tial information about the absent family member’s whereabouts to the child or another

member of the child’s family on request, unless to do so would be detrimental to the child’s

wellbeing.
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SELF-TEST QUESTIONS

1 How different are the children placed for adoption today compared with the children so
placed in the 1920s?

2 How far has adoption law changed in response to the needs of children being placed for
adoption?

3 Explain the circumstances in which a parent’s consent to adoption will be dispensed
with. Is the test under the ACA 2002 sufficiently specific?

4 Has recent adoption practice become overly embroiled in debates about ethnocentri-
cism, thereby leaving black children without the possibility of being adopted?
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